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Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 
November 22, 1886 


Sir: 


I have the honor to report that the capacity of the Post-Office vaults for storage of silver, 
within compartments, is now exhausted, there being therein stored Twenty-One Millions Seven 
Hundred and Fifty Thousand ($21,750,000) Dollars. 


As this is, by weight, about equivalent to Six Hundred and Fifty (650) net tons, it 
becomes a question whether, or not, it would be judicious to store any more Silver in those 
vaults. 


In compliance with your request I have applied to Mr. McArthur, who superintended the 
construction of the New Post Office, for information relative to the limit of elasticity of the 
sustaining girders of the vaults, and have the honor to hand you herewith Mr. McArthur’s reply. 


Respectfully, 
M.H. Cobb 
Cash. 


Hon. Dan. M. Fox, 
Superintendent 


